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This picture beside me is her farewell 

surprise, a poster we made of her with 
one of the loves of her life, Magnum 
P.I. Although she didn’t end up with 
Tom Selleck—my fraternity brother, 
he went to U.S.C., of course, and I went 
to the University of Tennessee many 
years later—in fact, she never met him, 
her retirement will allow her to spend 
more time with the actual love of her 
life, Tony, and her daughter Anne, who 
is just a wonderful, wonderful young 
lady. 

Jenny, thank you so much for every-
thing you have done for me and the 
folks of east Tennessee. I always appre-
ciate you. You were always good to my 
folks, and you have been my buddy. 
You will be missed. 
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CELEBRATING VICTORY OVER 
CORRUPTION 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am celebrating justice and a victory 
over big corruption in Ohio. 

A jury in Federal court in Ohio found 
guilty and convicted the Republican 
Ohio Speaker, Larry Householder, and 
former Ohio Republican Party Chair, 
Matt Borges. Guilty of illegally selling 
off the Ohio statehouse through brib-
ery, conspiracy, racketeering, and wire 
fraud, involving taking $61 million in 
bribes through FirstEnergy’s dark 
money fund called Generation Now. 

Their conspiracy involved forcing $1.3 
billion of FirstEnergy losses on the 
ratepayers of Ohio. Shame on them. 

What they were not tried for but 
should have been is their dangerous 
malfeasance in allowing FirstEnergy’s 
nuclear plant in my district to operate 
in the most dangerous manner, cre-
ating the most serious set of nuclear 
accidents in this country’s history 
since Three Mile Island. 

Onward justice. Onward new clean 
energy for Ohio and America. 
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FEDERAL EXCISE TAX IS 
BURDENSOME 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the 
Federal excise tax is a 12 percent sur-
charge on the price of new heavy duty 
trucks, truck chassis, trailers, and 
semitrailers used for highway haulage. 
It was first instituted more than a cen-
tury ago to pay for World War I for the 
wartime mobilization. 

The FET is the highest percentage 
excise tax on anything in this country. 
The tax has really outlived its original 
purpose, unless you like spending. It 
disincentivizes truckers and trucking 
companies from purchasing new up-to- 
date rigs because the tax can add as 
many as $20,000 to even $30,000 on a 
high-end rig by itself, just for the tax. 

Ever-increasing Federal and State 
emissions regulations often make it 
necessary for truckers to buy new 
trucks, especially in my home State of 
California. This burdensome tax 
hinders the ability of our truck drivers 
to acquire the most modern, safest, 
highest tech equipment. 

Repealing this tax would make it 
easier to ship goods across the country 
at lower prices for consumers, saving 
businesses and consumers money. It 
will also allow our trucking fleet to 
modernize at a lower cost to the poor 
folks who are just trying to do their 
job. 

At a time when our economy is reel-
ing from inflation and high prices, Con-
gress must do all it can to lower costs 
for small businesses and consumers. 
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COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF JUDY HEUMANN 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the life and legacy of 
Judy Heumann, an internationally rec-
ognized activist and trailblazer who I 
am also fortunate enough to have 
called a friend. 

As a young girl in a wheelchair, Judy 
was denied entry to her local public 
high school because she was considered 
a ‘‘fire hazard.’’ 

Years later after graduating from 
college with a degree in education, she 
was again discriminated against and 
denied the opportunity to teach. She 
challenged the city in court and went 
on to become the first teacher in a 
wheelchair in New York. 

Her passion for justice and inclusion 
persisted throughout her lifetime. I 
was honored to work with her to craft 
and pass disability legislation of my 
own in recent years. 

Judy once said: ‘‘Disability only be-
comes a tragedy when society fails to 
provide the things we need to save 
lives.’’ 

I will continue to pursue disability 
advocacy in Congress with her quote 
and her legacy top of mind and close to 
heart. 
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SUPPORTING A STRONG PARTNER-
SHIP BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND TAIWAN 

(Mr. AUCHINCLOSS asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of a strong part-
nership between the United States and 
Taiwan. 

I recently returned from a bipartisan 
congressional delegation to Taiwan, 
where I met with the president and 
government officials of both parties, 
business executives, and military com-
manders. 

The scope and severity of the threat 
from the Chinese Communist Party is 
crystallized in the Taiwan Strait, 
which is under constant harassment. 
But so also does Taiwan’s vibrant de-
mocracy and strong economy represent 
opportunity in the Indo-Pacific. 

The United States and Taiwan should 
help support each other’s democracies 
through collaboration on countering 
disinformation and propaganda. We 
should also strengthen one another’s 
economies through increased flows of 
trade and investment by negotiating 
expanded market access, common 
rules, and the end of double taxation 
on Taiwanese investment in the United 
States, which is especially critical as 
we seek to revive U.S. semiconductor 
manufacturing. 

As the United States seeks to 
strengthen our position in the Indo-Pa-
cific, let us commit to Taiwan as a 
long-term ally. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF ALFRED 
HOFFMEISTER 

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the life and 
service of Alfred ‘‘Al’’ Hoffmeister. 

Throughout his life, Al had shown in-
credible dedication to his community 
and his country. He was a World War II 
veteran, serving in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps, and later in life when he re-
turned home to California, he worked 
as a metal trading manager at Kaiser 
Aluminum of Oakland, California. 

Al worked for Kaiser for 25 years, re-
tiring in 1989. In his retirement, he was 
a strong advocate for our community’s 
youth, serving as a leader with the 
YMCA and the Concord American Lit-
tle League board. He also worked with 
the Boy and Girl Scouts of America. 

Al was dedicated to his faith and was 
an original member of the St. 
Bonaventure Catholic Church in Con-
cord where he served as an usher for 
many years. 

Sadly, Al passed away recently, but 
he will be remembered for his humil-
ity, hardworking nature, and devotion 
to his family, his community, and this 
country. 

Please join me in honoring Alfred 
Hoffmeister for his many contributions 
to our country. 

f 

GROWING THREATS AND HARMS 
FROM THE RIGHTWING JUDICIARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Pennsylvania (Ms. LEE) is recognized 
for 60 minutes as the designee of the 
minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
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